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516 POLITICAL SCIENCE QUARTERLY. 

First Biennial Report of the Bureau of Industrial Statistics 
and Information of Maryland. 1884-1885. By Thomas C. Weeks, 
Chief of Bureau, Baltimore, 1886. — 8vo, lxii, 249 pp. 

First Annual Report of the Bureau of Labor and Industrial 
Statistics [Kansas]. Topeka, 1886. — 8vo, viii, 268 pp. 

The work of establishing bureaux of labor statistics extends itself from 
year to year, not only to new and enterprising states like Iowa and 
Kansas, but even to old and conservative ones like Connecticut and 
Maryland. We have above the first reports of the youngest of these 
bureaux. They are noticed here not on account of the intrinsic merits 
of the reports themselves, which could hardly be very high upon a first 
attempt, but because it is a matter of scientific interest to determine if 
the bureaux are going to be conducted in such a way as to add to our 
knowledge of the condition of the laboring class. These organizations 
have it in their power to render a very great service to the community ; 
and, if they are faithful to their trust, the solution of the labor question 
will be much easier and more satisfactory. 

Judged from this scientific point of view, the Maryland report, 
although perhaps of local interest, has no scientific value. It neither 
gives comprehensive labor statistics nor does it photograph for us the 
condition, feelings and desires of the laboring class. The first is a diffi- 
cult task, and the second is a delicate one, but surely a bureau ought to 
attempt one or the other. The statistics of industries are taken from the 
U. S. Census, and the rest of the information is largely from the reports 
of other bureaux, or is a compilation of laws. 

The Kansas chief having neither time nor money to gather compre- 
hensive statistics has wisely devoted himself principally to getting infor- 
mation directly from the workingmen themselves. The testimony he 
reproduces gives an interesting picture of the advanced industrial condi- 
of a state not yet twenty-five years old. The evils of the factory system 
are already felt and expressed in the universal complaint of unsteady and 
uncertain employment. The legitimate fruit of our reckless preaching 
of protectionism in this country is also seen in the demand that the state 
shall restrict or prohibit immigration, besides doing a number of other 
things to " protect " the laborer. We have sown the wind and are about 
to reap the whirlwind. 

Richmond Mayo Smith. 



